The food and financial crises of 2008 and 2009 have pushed millions more people into poverty and hunger, while changing the parameters of international trade. Both crises have also challenged the fundamentals of WTO rules regulating agriculture, which had been designed to combat trade distortions due to artificially low-priced food commodities. This collection of essays examines to what extent the multilateral trading system contributes to food security in today's volatile markets. Bringing together a renowned group of expert economists, lawyers, and environmental and development specialists, it offers a fresh and multidimensional perspective combining a strong economic analysis with a comprehensive legal assessment of the interface between food security and international trade regulation. Together, the contributions provide concrete policy recommendations on how the WTO could play a positive role in preventing or mitigating future food crises and in promoting global food security.
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PREFACE
The World Trade Forum series was established to help spread the conviction that a multidisciplinary approach to international trade is warranted. The twelfth World Trade Forum was held on 26 and 27 September 2008 at the World Trade Institute of the University of Bern on 'the Food Crisis and the World Trading System'. Food security being a matter of production, availability and access (and, in the case of the needy without resources, of food aid), international trade and hence the WTO play a critical role in shaping the roadmap required to achieve a stage at which poor people will have sustainable and stable access to the most basic of all human needs. Somewhat surprisingly, not much has been written on this particular aspect, and the ongoing Doha Round negotiations have not so far made substantial progress in addressing some important food security concerns such as export restrictions and the circumvention of export competition disciplines through international food aid. The interdisciplinary debates among the participants and the lively exchanges between scholars, practitioners and government officials reflected in every chapter in this book have thus produced very valuable insights and proposals for a way forward which would not only liberalise trade in agriculture but allow for more, and more sustainable, production incentives guaranteeing more food security for the poor.
Thus, we wish to thank the authors of the chapters in this book who have worked beyond the call of duty to accommodate the guidelines and suggestions of the editors. We are also grateful for the support of the Ecoscientia Foundation, which helped to make the conference a truly engaging event for everyone involved. Organising the conference required true teamwork from all those involved. Thanks are also due to Susan Kaplan, her assistant, Jane Müller, and to Sarah Woodall for preparing the manuscript. Moreover, we wish to express our gratitude to the administrative staff of the World Trade Institute, especially Margrit Vetter, Gaby Hofer and Piia Pappinen for their capable organisation of the event. This book would not have been possible without the
